In 1875 Lawson Tait described an atrophic condition of the nymphse occurring most frequently at or about the climacteric; of long duration, frequently associated with urinary trouble, and finally terminating in extreme contraction of the vestibular opening. The affection first manifested itself on the inner surface of the nymphae in the form of red tender spots disappearing and reappearing in different areas, and from its mode of extension termed by him " serpiginous vascular degeneration of the nymphae."

